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USA TEAM TIES FOR THIRD POSITION AT 

20th INTERNATIONAL YOUNG PHYSICISTS' TOURNAMENT 
(Kunal Nayyar, Evan Fulop, Teresa Xu, Daniel Pfeffer, and Janus China) 

 
The USAYPT International Team tied for third place (fourth overall), earning bronze medals, at the IYPT 
2007 Tournament, held 5-12 July in Seoul, Korea.  The IYPT is a theoretical and experimental research-
based team competition that attracted over 300 high school students and coaches from 22 countries. The 
Australians are the 2007 IYPT Champions after defeating Korea II and New Zealand in the Finals. 
 
Representing the United States are five outstanding students Ð two from the Wildwood School in Los 
Angeles, California, two from Rye Country Day School in Westchester County, New York, and one from 
Woodberry Forest School in Virginia.  The USA Team members include Rye Country Day School 2007 
graduate and Team Captain Kunal Nayyar of Stamford, Connecticut and his classmate senior Janus 
China of Purchase, New York, as well as Woodberry Forest 2007 graduate Evan Fulop from 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and Daniel Pfeffer and Teresa Xu of Santa Monica, California and the Wildwood 
School. The US International Team coaches are Dr. Tengiz Bibilashvili of Wildwood School, Dr. Bruce 
Oldaker of Rye Country Day School, and Dr. Hugh Haskell of the North Carolina School for Science and 
Mathematics in Durham, North Carolina. 
 
The competition requires each national team to research 17 challenging physics problems for one year 
and then present and defend their findings at the international tournament in five preliminary rounds of 
structured competition called ÒPhysics Fights.Ó  Direct, oral critique is applied to each offered solution, as 
team members challenge their opponents and defend their own analyses.  The top three teams after five 
rounds compete in a single Physics Fight in the Finals, with the Champion determined by their score in 
this single Fight, and the second place awards going to the other two teams. 
 
During the Tournament, the USA team competed directly against teams from the Czech Republic, 
Switzerland, Germany, Kenya, Nigeria, Croatia, Korea, Austria, Australia, and the United Kingdom.  The 
US Team Captain, Kunal Nayyar, lead the team to its third straight top-ten finish with two presentations, 
two oppositions, and a review. Kunal reviewed the Round Five Physics Fight between Australia and the 
United Kingdom, where a new star emerged Ð Kathryn Zealand, the Australian phenom who presented 
her solution to Problem #3: Water Jets " What can be observed when two water jets collide at different 
angles?"  The Australian star would go on to present her solution to the same problem in the Finals and 
help her team earn the Championship. 



 
About the International Young Physicists' Tournament  
Complete details, regulations, and links to previous tournaments are found on the IYPT are at the 
website: www.iypt.org. 
The 21st IYPT held in Zagreb, Croatia, late June or early July 2008.  The 2008 Problems will be released 
by 1 September 2007. 
 
About the United States Association for Young Physicists Tournament  
The United States Association for Young Physicists Tournament (USAYPT) promotes the IYPT 
methodology in US high school physics programs as well as supervises the selection and preparation of 
the US team for the IYPT.  Physics teachers and schools across the US are encouraged to join the 
USAYPT.  Website: www.usaypt.org.  The USA International Team Selection Tournament and National 
Young Physicists Tournament will be held at the North Carolina School for Science and Mathematics, 
Durham, North Carolina on 8-9 February 2008. 
 
Contact: 
 
Dr. Hugh Haskell (President, USAYPT) 
North Carolina School for Science and Mathematics 
1219 Broad Street 
Durham, NC  27705 
Phone:  919-414-8470 
E-Mail:  hhaskell@usaypt.org 
 
Mr. Greg Jacobs (Tournament Director, USAYPT) 
Woodberry Forest School 
16 Woodberry Station 
Woodberry Forest, VA 22989 
Phone:  540-672-3900 
E-Mail:  Greg_Jacobs@woodberry.org 
 
Dr. Bruce Oldaker (Secretary, USAYPT) 
Rye Country Day School 
Cedar Street 
Rye, NY 10512 
Phone:  914-925-4626 
E-Mail:  boldaker@usaypt.org 
 
Dr. Tengiz Bibilashvili (Head Coach, USAYPT) 
Wildwood School 
11811 Olympic Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 
Phone:  818-943-7803 
E-Mail:  tbibilashvili@wildwood.org 
 
Dr. David Hinman (Treasurer, USAYPT) 
Rye Country Day School 
Cedar Street 
Rye, NY 10512 
Phone:  914-631-7120 
E-Mail:  dhinman@usaypt.org 


